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age. There will yet come a time in India when the
man who buys from a foreigner what his own coun-
tryman could by any means supply, will be regarded
as on a level with the killer of cows to-day. For
assuredly, the two offences are morally identical.

Again, if it were true that man always took the
easiest course, what society could ever hope to rise
out of savagery ? All our higher instincts, like clean-
liness, refinement, love of learning, have been built
up of refusals to go to the easy way, to take the
cheaper of two results. Rather, is it true to say, that
man is man in virtue of his inherent power to curb
his grosser appetite and will, in favour of some finer
and more remote purpose. ]^an is man in proportion
only as he does not live the blind instinctive life of
his first impulse, his immediate convenience, his
individual self-interest, but a higher life of struggle
against these primitive desires and their supersession
by others which are subtler, less self-regarding, and
further reaching. It is precisely in a matter like the
keeping of the Swadeshi vow that the Indian people*
especially, can find an opportunity to show their
true mettle. Their civilisation looks meagre enough
aiid poor enough, beside the luxury and complexity
of that of the West. But if it, with all its bareness,
should prove to contain unsuspected moral potential-
ities, if it should hide a power, unknown to others,
of choosing right at any cost, then which will for<>e